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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



August and September, 



The British National Peace Congress. 

The plan of holding national peace congresses, auxili- 
ary to the international congress, inaugurated by the 
French peace workers three years ago, has so far proved 
to be an admirable scheme. These congresses have all 
been very successful and have done much to arouse and 
consolidate interest in the peace cause in the countries 
in which they have been held — France, England, Italy, 
Germany, Scandinavia, and one or two others. The last 
French Congress proved, as our readers already know, 
to be almost equal in size and force to an international 
congress. > 

But the British Congress held at Bristol on the 28th 
and 29th of June, the second one of the kind to meet in 
England, seems to have gone beyond, in weight and sig- 
nificance, all other similar congresses held in any country. 
Five hundred delegates had been appointed by one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight organizations in different parts of the 
United Kingdom. Some parts of the nation were, how- 
ever, not represented at all. Of those appointed, more 
than four hundred and fifty attended. Though it was 
" Carnival Week " in Bristol, all the meetings were well 
attended by residents of the city. 

The delegates were welcomed in the large Y. M. C. A. 
Hall by Joseph Storrs Fry, the well-known cocoa manu- 
facturer, who declared that the people of Christian coun- 
tries ought to review thoroughly their position on the 
subject of war and peace. The relations of nations 
" could not possibly be put right without the spirit of the 
Gospel of Christ." The Bishop of Hereford, responding 
for the delegates, paid a warm tribute to the work of the 
Friends in the cause of peace (Mr. Fry being a Friend). 
He congratulated the young men and women present on 
having attached themselves to " one of the greatest causes 
to which they could attach themselves." If he had been 
inclined to be pessimistic because of the lack of interest 
observable among many occupying leading and influen- 
tial positions in England, his visit to the Peace Congress 
at Boston last autumn had saved him from discourage- 
ment. " It would have been impossible to be present at 
that Conference, and to mix freely with the American 
people outside, without feeling, however it might be in 
Europe, that in America they had a great power, and a 
growing power, which was destined more and more to 
exercise an untold influence in favor of the peace of the 
world." At a devotional service held in the Cathedral 
next morning, the Bishop gave as a motto for the Con- 
gress the words of Zacharias : " The dayspring from on 
high hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
in the way of peace." 

At the first session, the Bishop of Hereford was chosen 
president, and messages of sympathy were read from a 



number of absent sympathizers. The opening address 
of the president was a strong and noble appeal. He felt 
that the spirit of peace was abroad ; that the minds of 
many had been opened and their consciences stirred 
by the horrors of the Eastern war ; that the masses must 
be educated as to the real consequences of war, especially 
upon the life of the people. The five practical sugges- 
tions which he made were that they should keep as 
closely as possible to the advocacy of central principles ; 
avoiding politics, that they should urge upon Cabinet 
ministers and legislators to embrace every opportunity of 
lessening armaments, to plead for the reign of law be- 
tween nations, to train the young in the home and the 
school in right opinions about war and peace, and to 
urge upon ministers of the Gospel to do far more than 
they had done to impress upon the people the great 
truths of peace and goodwill among men. 

The speaking in the Congress was, according to the 
reports, able and practical. Among those who took part 
in the discussions were Dr. W. Evans Darby, Miss Pris- 
cilla H. Peckover, Joseph Sturge, T. P. Newman, Mr. 
Leonard Wigham, a missionary in China, Rev. M. J. 
Elliott, Felix Moscheles, Hon. W. P. Byles, Mrs. Byles, 
Mr. H. R. Fox-Bourne, of the Aborigines Protective 
Society, Sir Matthew Dodsworth, J. Fred. Green, Dr. 
G. B. Clark, Sir William Wedderburn, long in the Civil 
Service in India, Miss Ellen Robinson, J. G. Alexander, 
Secretary of the International Law Association, John 
Mather, G. H. Perris, J. J. Stephenson, Mr. Sherwood 
Smith, Mr. Charles Townsend, Spencer Leigh Hughes, 
Miss Frances Thompson, Miss Edith Evans of the Na- 
tional W. C. T. U., J. Hayward, J. E. Bell, B. R. Bal- 
four, Professors T. S. Macey and F. R. Barrell, and 
others. Many of these are well known names in the 
peace movement, but the number of new personages is 
evidence of the ever-widening hold which the peace 
cause is taking of the British public. 

The subjects dealt with were : Arbitration, the gov- 
ernment being urged to refer all important controversies 
with other nations to the Hague Court; the Relation of 
Missionaries to International Peace, missionaries being 
encouraged to dissociate themselves entirely from political 
schemes; Conscription; Organized Labor and Peace; 
Militarism in India, which figured prominently in the 
proceedings of one session ; the Promoting of Peace by 
the schools and colleges ; the Treatment of Native Races, 
to which the British peace workers have always given 
large attention; the Press and War; and the Subject of 
Armaments, on which the following resolution, moved by 
G. H. Perris, was adopted : 

"Resolved, That in view of the recommendation of the Hague 
Conference that the problem of armaments should be further 
studied, and in view of the burdens inflicted on all countries 
by the growth of armies and navies, this Congress urges that 
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the subject of a truce, with a view to an ultimate reduction 
of armaments, should be given the first place in the program 
of the Second Hague Conference, which the President of the 
United States has undertaken to summon at the earliest con- 
venient date." 

The program thus covered a wide range of topics, 
most of them often discussed in the international peace 
congresses. But the British workers showed by their 
deep interest and the freshness and power of their utter- 
ances that these subjects are and always will be new and 
pertinent until war and its causes and attendant evils are 
gotten out of the way. 

We congratulate our British colleagues on the success 
of their national Congress, and more particularly on their 
zeal and faithfulness, and the ability and practical wisdom 
with which they are pushing forward their propaganda. 



Editorial Notes. 



The secretary of the American Peace 
To the Lucerne Societ Benjamin F. Trueblood, sails for 

Peace Congress. ' ' ■> ' 

Europe on the "Republic" from Boston, 
on the 10th inst. He will be accompanied by his daugh- 
ter, Florence Esther Trueblood, and her cousin, Miss 
Edith M. Rhoades, of St. Joseph, Mo. After resting a 
week in England, the secretary will go to Brussels in 
time for the Interparliamentary Union Conference, which 
opens on the 28th of August. From Brussels he will go 
to Christiania, Norway, for the Twenty- Second Confer- 
ence of the International Law Association, of which he 
is a member. This conference opens on the 4th of Sep- 
tember and continues till the 7th. Then the party will 
go south through Denmark and Germany and reach 
Lucerne in time for the opening of the Fourteenth Inter- 
national Peace Congress on the 19th of September. 
After its close they will return via Geneva and Paris, and 
sail from Liverpool for Boston on the " Cymric " on the 
29th of September. On account of the secretary's absence 
there will be no issue of the Advocate op Peace in 
September, the current number being a double one. The 
October number, which will be published somewhat later 
in the month than usual, will contain extended accounts 
of the three great international meetings mentioned 
above— all of which are held in the interests ef the 
world's brotherhood and peace. All of them give promise 
of being great and enthusiastic gatherings. The Inter- 
parliamentary Conference will probably have from six 
hundred to one thousand delegates, twenty-five represen- 
tatives going from the United States. The Peace Con- 
gress will be equally as large, if not larger, fifty and more 
delegates being expected from this country. The Inter- 
national Law Association, though a limited body of 
something under four hundred members, will probably 
also make its Christiania conference a memorable and 



conspicuous success. Let all the friends of peace — and 
they are legion — everywhere take advantage of the 
month of meeting of these important world-gatherings 
to promote the vital principles of international justice 
and law, international friendship and cooperation, inter- 
national arbitration, international organization and peace 
in whose behalf they are all held. 



The whole world will watch with great 

The Conference j nteregt an( j n0 jj tt ] e so li c itude the meet- 
at Portsmouth. 

ing and deliberations of the Russian and 
Japanese peace envoys at Portsmouth. They are all 
now in this country, and their conference will commence 
in a few days. The appointment by the Russian gov- 
ernment of Sergius de Witte in place of Count Moura- 
vieff is generally believed to make peace more certain 
to be the outcome of the negotiations. Mr. de Witte is 
a very able and progressive man. He was opposed to 
the Russian policy which brought on the war, and he 
has the confidence of the Japanese government. What 
the instructions given to the envoys by tbeir respective 
governments are, it is not possible to conjecture in ad- 
vance. Our own judgment is that the chances of the 
failure of the conference are very few. Both the gov- 
ernments have gone too far to allow the negotiations to 
end in failure. Their acceptance of the invitation to 
hold the conference in this country, which they both 
know is very anxious to see peace reestablished, is almost 
a guaranty of the successful issue of the effort. It is 
reported that Japan is willing to have a formal armistice 
declared when the negotiations actually begin. We 
hope so. That would materially aid the envoys. Of 
course, no agreement may be reached. If either govern- 
ment shows itself haughty and exacting, the war may 
break out afresh and go on with increased fury and 
bitterness; but if the spirit of peace is cherished by 
them in any considerable measure, and they show them- 
selves mutually respectful and conciliatory, it ought not 
to be impossible for a basis of adjustment to be reached 
which will not only put an end to the present conflict, 
which has so shocked and distressed the civilized world, 
but also ensure permanent peace between them and even 
real friendship and cooperation for the future. 



The Chinese government has sent the 
Peace" Negations following note to all the neutral powers, 
and the substance of it to the govern- 
ments of Japan and Russia : 

"Having viewed with profound regret the unfortu- 
nate interruption of peaceful relations between Japan 
and Russia, the imperial government now learns with 
sincere gratification that negotiations are about to com- 
mence for the restoration of peace and amity. 



